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Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority? 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  W. Paterson,  M.B. , Ch.B.,D.P.H. 

also  holds  appointments  of  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  - Launceston  Rural  District  Council 

Launcestcai  Borough  Council 
Bude-Stratton  Urban  District  Council 
Stratton  Rured  District  Council 
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School  Medical  Officer  ; Cornwall  County  Council 

Public  Health  Inspector 
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SlMviARY  OF  vital  STATISn:CS 


Area  (in  acres)  52,3W- 
Popula  t ion  6,930 
No.  of  separate  dwellings  occupied  2,737 
Rateable  Value  1968  £111,418 
Product  of  Id.  rate  £766 


Live  Births  Total  Male 

Legitimate  77  39 

Illegitimate  14  8 

Stillbirths  1 1 

Deaths  (all  causes)  119  34 


Deaths  frcan  Puerperal  Causes 


Female  ilate  per  1,000  estimated 

population 

38  13.1 

6 

11  (per  1,000 
births) 

63  17.1 


Puerperal  and  post- 
abortive sepsis  NIL 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 

Infant  Mortality  (Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births) 


2 1 1 


22 


Male  Female  To  tal 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  10  11  21 

Measles  (all  ages)  NIL 

l/Vhooping  Cough 

(all  ages)  NIL 

Diarrhoea  (under 
2 years) 


NIL 


To  the  Chainnan  and  Councillors  of  the  Eural 
District  of  Camelford. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  health  for  the  year  1968. 

The  vital  statistics  show  an  increase  of  23  in  the  number  of 
deaths  compared  with  the  19^7  total,  while  births  increased  by  16, 

This  increased  the  unfavourable  balance  of  deaths  over  births,  with 
28  more  deaths  than  births.  The  hegistrar-Greneral* s estimate  of  the 
mid-year  population,  howdver,  weis  unchanged  at  6950.  Heart  (^isease, 
cancer  and  cerebrovascular  disease,  in  that  order,  headed  the  list  of 
causes  of  death*  Two  infant  deaths  occiirred  during  the  year,  and  there 
was  one  stillbirth. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  Mortality  Table  on  page  3 differs 
from  the  familiar  table  previously  given.  This  is  because  the 
Registrar-General  now  classifies  deaths  in  accordance  with  a list  of 
65  headings  in  place  of  the  3^  headings  formerly  used.  Due  to  the 
length  of  the  new  list,  headings  to  which  no  deaths  have  beeh  assigned 
are  not  included  in  the  table.  A change  of  terminology  may  also  be 
noted  in  some  of  the  causes  of  death.  Thus  "vascular  lesions  of  the 
nervous  system"  now  appear  as  "cerebrovascular  disease",  while  "coronary 
disease,  angina"  cones  under  the  heading  of  "ischaemic  heart  disease". 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  during  the  year  was 
negligible.  On  1st  October,  19^8,  the  Health  Service  and  Public  Health 
Act  1968  and  the  Public  Health  (infectious  Diseases)  Regulations,  I968 
came  into  operation.  These  made  certain  changes  in  the  infectious 
diseases  required  to  be  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and 
in  the  procedure  connected  with  notification. 

In  the  sanitary  circinnstances  of  the  District,  the  Council  continued 
to  progress  with  its  housing  programme.  In  the  field  of  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal,  the  decision  to  rebuild  the  Delabole  Works  was  taken, 
and  attention  continued  to  be  given  to  sewerage  matters  elsevdiere  in  the 
District. 

I should  like  to  thank  ivir.  D.H.Westwell,  the  Council*  s Purveyor  and 
Public  Hesilth  Inspector,  who  has  provided  the  information  in  the  environmental^, 
section  of  this  report.  To  Mr.  Hawkey,  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  his 
staff,  I am  indebted  for  much  help  and  I am  glad  to  continue  the  record  of 
my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  of  the  General  Medical  Practitioners 
of  the  district. 

It  is  a pleasure,  once  again,  to  acknowledge  the  Council's  constant 
encouragement  and  support, 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

mu  AM  PAThRSON 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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NATllRAL  AIO  SCX:;IAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  acres)  52,5V..  Camelford  Rural  District  ext^ds  fr» 

Point  in  Port  Isaac  Bajr  to  Strangles  Beach,  north  of  hoscastle,  ° 

St.  Clether  and  south  to  St.  breward,  and  consists  for  the  most  part 
three  plateair:  400  ft.,  700  ft.,  and  1,100  ft.  above  sea  level. 


The  gtjology  of  the  District  is  very  canplex,  due  to  much  faulting 
and  over- thrusting.  The  rocks  in  the  area  vest  of  the  stiver  Camel  are 
Upper  Devoniar;,  and  it  is  in  these  beds  that  the  famous  Delabole  Slate 
has  been  quan  ied  for  several  centuries.  Along  the  northern  boundary 
running  east  ■';o  v/est  is  the  Davids  tow  aiti-cline,  the  northern  flank  of 
which  disappe  Ji's  under  the  culm  measures  near  Boscastle. 


The  beds  in  the  anti-cline  can  b e seen  in  the  Tintagel  Cliff 
Sections.  BT.ack  shades,  slates  and  volcanics  are  well  exposed.  East  of 
the  ilLver  Caiel  is  the  granite  mass  of  Bodmin  Moor  and  at  St.  Brevard  a 
fine  silver-grey  granite  of  the  highest  quality  is  quarried. 


Population  - The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  the  population  for  the 
mid-year  19C8  to  be  6,930,  the  same  as  the  previous  year. 


Deaths.  The  total  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  District  for  the  year 
wasll9  compared  with  96  for  1967*  The  crude  death  rate  based  on  the 
mid-year  population  was  17.1  compared  with  13.8  in  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  has  been  compiled  for  ccmparison  virith  previous  years  : 


Year 

^Itotal 

Male 

Female 

Recorded  Rate 

1964 

89 

47 

42 

12.787 

1965 

116 

34 

62 

16.76 

1966 

93 

36 

39 

13.68 

1967 

96 

49 

47 

13.80 

1968 

119 

34 

63 

17.10 

In  order  to  compare  the  mortality  in  the  District  with  the  mortality 
for  England  and  Wales,  it  is  necessary  to  make  a correction  to  allow  for  the 
difference  in  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  two  populations.  This  is 
done  by  applying  to  the  crude  death  rate  of  the  District,  an  "Area  Compara- 
bility Factor",  which  has  been  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  as  0.70 
for  the  District. 

The  Standardised  Death  Rate,  therefore,  is  11.97  which  may  be 
compared  with  that  of  11*9  (provisional)  for  England  and  Wales. 

Births  The  number  of  live  births  assigned  to  this  District  was  91  compared 
with  85  in  1967.  The  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  was  I3.I.  When 
the  Registrar  General's  Area  Comparability  Factor  for  births  (1.24)  is 
applied  to  this  figure,  the  Standardised  Birth  Rate  of  16.24  for  this 
District  compares  with  16.9  (provisional)  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Stillbixths.  There  was  one  stillbirth  during  I968. 

Illegitimate  Births.  There  were  fourteen  illegitimate  births  assigned  to 
this  District  during  the  year,  eight  male  and  six  female,  dhown  as  a 
proportion  of  the  total  number  of  live  births,  this  represents  15.4  pt^r  cent. 

Maternal  Mortality.  No  case  of  death  during  pregnancy  was  recorded. 

Infant  Mortality.  There  were  two  infant  deaths  in  19 68. 

F five  months  Bronchopneumonia 

M 1 day  Prematurity 

NOTE;  Vital  Statistics.  It  is  important  that  too  much  weight  should  not 
be  attaolied  to  rmall  vs-xiations  in  these  rates  from  one  year  to  the  other, 
particularly  where  relatively  small  populations  are  involved  - attention 
should  rather  be  paid  to  the  trend  of  these  rates  over  a period  of  years. 
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MOfiTiUjITT  TABLE 


Classified  in  accordance  with  65  headings  based  on 
the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Statistical 
Classifications  of  Disease,  In.juries  and  Causes  of  Death«1967> 


Causes  of  Death 


Male  Female  Total 


Malignant  neoplasm  - stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm  - lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm  - breast 
Malignant  neoplasm  - uterus 
Other  malignant  neoplasms,  etc. 
Diabetes  mellitus 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system, etc. 

Hyper  ten  s.i.V8  disease 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

Other  diseases  of  respriatory  system 

P^tic  ulcer 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

Congenital  anomalies 

Birth  in^jury,  difficult  labour, etc. 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined  conditions 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 


1 

3 


6 

1 

2 

13 

9 

4 

3 

3 

3 

1 


1 

1 

1 

2 


3 
2 
2 

4 
1 
1 

10 

11 

15 

5 

1 

3 


1 

1 

1 

2 

2 


1 

6 

2 

2 

10 

2 

1 

2 

23 

20 

19 

8 

1 

6 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 


54 


65 


119 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
General  Medical  Services 


General  medical  services  under  Part  IV  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  are  provided  by  medical  practitioners  resident  in 
the  district  and  in  adjoining  districts,  all  of  whom  undertake  maternity 
medical  services. 

County  Ctouncil  Services. 

^ HeaJ.th  -Depa-rtment.  The  County  Council  is  the  local  health 

authority  for  the  purposes  of  Part  III  of  the  National  Health 

Service  Act,  1946,  and  provides  the  following  seirvices  in  the 

district 

(aj  Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing  ; Nurse -midwives  are  provided 
to  attend  general  nursing  and  midwifery  cases  in  the  home. 

(bj  Health  Visiting;  Health  Visitors  are  available  to  give  advice 
on  health  m.  tters  in  the  home  or  at  the  clinic.  Originally 
concerned  with  the  care  of  mothers  and  young  children,  which  is 
still  their  basic  function,  they  are  increasingly  concerned  with 
other  age  groups,  particularly  the  aged.  Some  health  visitors 
ccmbine  this  work  with  general  niirsing  and  midwifery.  All  act 
also  as  school  nurses. 

(c)  Infant  lulelfare  Centres  : Monthly  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are 
held  at  Camelford  and  Delabole.. 

(d)  Dental  Clinic  ; Priority  dental  treatment  for  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  pre-school  children  is  available  at  the 
Dental  Clinic  at  the  HealthClinic,  Launceston,  and  at  V/adebridge. 

(e;  Vaccination  and  Immunisation.  Facilities  for  vaccination 

against  smallpox  and  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping 
cough  and  tetanus,  and  for  poliomyelitis  vaccination,  are 
provided  at  the  Child  v^blfare  Clinic  or  by  the  supply  of  materials 
to  the  family  doctor. 

(fj  Home  Help  Service  : Heme  Helps  are  employed  to  provide  domestic 
help  for  households  in  certain  circumstances,  a charge  being 
made  for  this  service  according  to  the  means  of  the  person  concerned. 

(gj  Ambulance  Service  ; A service  of  ambulances  for  the  conveyance  of 
sick,  accident  and  emergency  cases  is  provided.  For  sitting  cases, 
utilecon  sitting  case  vehicles  are  used.  Vl/hen  appropriate,  some 
such  cases  are  carried  by  the  Hospital  Car  Service,  a voluntary 
organisation.  Day-to-day  administration  of  the  service  is  carried 
out  from  Ambulance  Contjx)!,  Bodmin. 
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(h)  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care:  A full-time 
tuberculosis  health  visitor  is  provided  for  the  care  and 
after-care  of  tuberculous  persons.  District  nurses  are 
available  to  assist  in  the  home  treatment  of  such  persons  when 
required  by  the  Chest  Physician  or  family  doctor.  Routine 
tuberculin  testing  and,  if  necessary,  B.C.G-.  vaccination  ^i.e. 
vaccination  against  tuberculosis)  is  provided  for  senior  school 

children. 

Q©x*tain  special  investigations  are  carried  out  in  other  types 
of  illness  by  district  health  visitors,  while  health  education 
is  carried  out  by  the  County*  s medical  and  nursing  staff. 

(i)  Mental  Health  : The  County  Council  has  certain  responsibilities 
in  connection  vd-th  the  ascertainment  of  men ta44ll -health  and 
mental  deficiency,  with  the  provision  of  statutoiy  supervision, 
etc.  for  mental  defectives  living  in  the  comiaunity,  and  with  the 
provision  of  after-care  following  treatment  for  mental  illness. 
The  Mental  Welfare  Officer  for  the  District  \^rks  from  the 
Health  Area  Office,  Launceston. 

II  Education  Department  : As  local  education  authority,  the  County 
Council  is  responsible  for  the  School  Health  Service,  which 
provides  the  following  :- 

Periodic  Medical  Inspection  of  pupils 
Cleanliness  Surveys  of  pupils 
Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment  of  pupils 
Ascertainment  of  handicapped  pupils  in  need  of  special 
education 

Treatment  Clinics  as  follows  - 

Dental  Clinic  - at  the  Health  Clinic,  Launceston  and  Wadebridge 
Child  G-uidance  - by  arrangement  at  Launceston  Child 
Guidance  Clinic 

III  Welfare  Department  : This  service  is  concerned  with  the  welfare 
of  the  aged,  and  with  that  of  various  categories  of  handicapped 
persons.  It  is  concerned  also  with  the  provision  of  temporary 
accommodation  in  certain  circumstances  for  persons  in  urgent  need 
thereof.  The  Welfare  Officer  for  the  district  works  from  the 
Health  Area  Office,  Launceston. 

Hospital  Services. 

The  South  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  the  hospital 
authority  for  the  area. 
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In-patient  and  out-patient  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Royal 
Cornwall  Infimary,  Truro,  the  EastCornwall  Hospital,  Bodmin,  Launceston 
Hospital  and  hospitals  in  tlymouth  and  elsewhere.  Casds  of  infectious 
disease  a_re  admitted  to  the  Scott  Hospital,  Plynouth,  and  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  Truro,  and  tuberculosis  patients  to  Tehidy  Hospital  or  Didworthy 
Chest  Hospital.  Mental  hospital  accommodation  is  provided  by  St. 

Lawrence's  Hospital  and  Lanin<val  House,  Bodmin,  and  by  Moorfields  Hospital, 
Ivybridge,  Devon. 

An  Orthopaedic  Clinic  is  held  at  the  East  Cornv/all  Hospital,  Bodmin, 
and  physiotherapy  clinics  are  held  at  Tavistock  Hospital,  Dawfield  Hospital, 
Holsworthy  and  at  Bodmin.  Chest  clinio  sessions  are  held  at  Launceston 
Hospital  and  at  the  East  Comv;all  Hospital,  Bodmin.  An  ophthalmic  clinio 
for  school  and  pre-school  children  is  held  periodically  at  the  Health  Clinic, 
Launceston^  and  at  Camelford.  A specialist  ante-natal  clinic  is  held  in 
Launcestoi.1  weekly. 

Laboratory  facilities 

These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Exeter, 
and  Plymouth,  to  which  specimens  for  bacteriological  examination  are 
submitted. 
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SANITARY  circumstances  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Your  Public  ^alth  Inspector  reports  ; 

WAThiR  SUPPLY 

The  North  and  Mid  Cornwall  Water  Board  is  responsible  for 
public  water  supplies  throughout  the  Council*  s area. 

■Ojring  the  year,  the  construction  of  a new  reservoir  at  Boscastle 
was  completed,  the  supply  to  St,  Teath  was  reinforced,  a borehole  was  sunk 
at  Hallwortliy  to  supplement  the  supply  from  Tresp arret t borehole  and 
imp2x>vemen ts  were  made  to  the  mains  in  St.  Breward.  In  the  latter  part 
of  the  year,  a start  was  made  on  a new  main  from  Michaelstow  to  Gam  Bridge, 

'j;o  safeguard  the  future  water  supply  position  in  the  area,  a 
scheme  hac-J  been  prepared  to  constmct  an  impounding  reservoir  at  Crowdy 
Marsh  and  m informal  Ministerial  Enquiry  to  go  into  the  proposal  is  to 
be  held  ii'i  early  1969* 

Only  the  smallest  hamlets  are  now  vm.thout  mains  Virater  and  of 
these  the  provision  of  a supply  to  St,  Clether  is  probably  the  most  urgent. 

The  hamlet  of  Treligga  is  sij^jplied  by  a private  system  and  the 
quantity  available  is  inadequate  at  the  height  of  the  holiday  season  if  the 
rainfall  is  low. 


Bacteriological 


WATER  SAMPLfiS  1968 


Excellent  Satisfactory  Suspicious  Uns  a t is  f ac  to  ry 

Public  Piped 

Supplies  92  7 “ 5 

Private 

Supplies  8 1 - 12 


100  8 _ 17 


The  proportion  of  private  water  supply  saii5)les  giving  unsatis- 
factory results  is  rather  disturbing,  particularly  as  many  premises  with 
private  supplies  may  provide  holiday  accanmodation  in  tte  sum»iier  months. 
The  unsatisfactory  results  experienced  v^ith  these  supplies  are  dealt  v/ith 
individually  as  they  arise,  but  a systematic  arrangement  of  routine 
saii5)ling  is  rea;j.ly  required  to  overcome  this  problem, 

(b)  Chemical  - Nil 
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Estimated  Nijmber  of  Dwellings  supplied  from  Public  VVater  Mains 


Parish  No. 

of  dwellings 

Mains  into  house 

Standpipes 

Private  supp] 

Advent 

52 

18 

- 

34 

David stow 

128 

41 

- 

87 

Forrabioiy  & 
I/iinster 

297 

241 

6 

50 

Camel fori 

602 

453 

- 

132 

Lesnewth 

27 

- 

mm 

27 

Michael  stcAT 

67 

18 

- 

49 

Otterham 

59 

14 

6 

39 

St.  Bre'ward 

275 

229 

- 

46 

St.  Clether 

44 

- 

- 

U 

St.  Julio t 

74 

39 

- 

35 

St.  Teath 

640 

566 

- 

74 

Tintagel 

594 

492 

- 

102 

Ti^evalga 

27 

— 

— 

27 

2886 

2108 

12 

766  ' 

The  natural  fluoride  content  of  the  mains  water  is  in  the  region  of 
0*1  parts  per  million. 
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SEWERAGE  -AND  SKWAOa  DISPOSAL 

The  Council  has  provided  the  sewerage  systems  in  Tintagel, 
Bossiney,  Boscastle,  St*  Breward,  St.  Teath,  Delabole,  Treknow,  Gamelfprd, 
Trevia  and  Tregoodwell*  The  Tintagel,  Bossiney  and  Boscastle  systems 
each  have  sea  outfalls. 

The  Bossiney  outfall  has  been  damaged  due  to  coastal  erosion  and 
crude  sewage  now  discharged  ^0  feet  above  the  high  water  mark.  The  Council 
has  engaged  consultant  engineers  to  advise  it  on  the  course  of  action 
which  shoid-d  be  taken  but  due  to  the  financial  situation  together  \dth  the 
high  estimated  cost  of  the  remedial  works,  no  repair  works  have  been 
carried  ouii* 


'Sihs  Goimcil  decided  to  reconstruct  the  Delabole  Sewerage  works  at 
a cost  of  £4.3 ,404  and  the  work  will  start  early  in  I969, 

Thie  scheme  of  sewage  disposal  for  Hel stone  could  not  proceed  due  to 
the  financial  situation,  but  received  Ministry  approval  on  technical  grounds. 

Trouble  was  experienced,  during  the  year,  with  the  Tresparrett  housing 
site  sewage  disposal  unit,  when  it  was  found  that  effluent  from  the  unit  was 
polluting  a water  course.  Several  private  property  ovmers  have  been  allowed 
to  connect  foul  drainage  to  this  unit  and  the  plant  is  considerably  overloaded. 
Ministiy  approval  is  awaited  for  the  provision  of  a new  sewage  disposal  plant. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

A comprehensive  scheme  of  refuse  collection  is  available  to  all 
properties  in  the  district.  Kerbside  collection  is  c arried  out  on  a weekly 
basis. 


Refuse  disposal  is  by  partially  contax>lled  tipping  into  tlie  old 
quarries  at  BowithicJc  and  Caraelford.  A disused  quarry  at  Treburgett  is 
held  as  a reserve  tip  together  with  a right  to  tip  into  the  sea  at  Pentargon 
near  Boscastle. 
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PEST  CONTROL 


The  Council  employs  a full  time  rodent  operator.  His 
service  is  free  to  householders  and  contracts  are  available  for  conimerciail 
or  agricultural  properties. 

Mole  destruction  is  also  undertaken. 

Summary  of  Visits  in  connection  with  Rodent  Control 


Properties  visited  following 
req’.icfit  from  Occupier 
(inG?uding  contract  work) 

TYPE  OF  property 

Non- 

Apr  icultural 

Agricultural 

623 

434 

Number  infested  by 

(1)  Rats 

374 

..  413  . . _ 

(2)  Mice 

49 

35 

Other  Properties  visited 
(i.e.  Suspected  to  harbour 
rodents) 

112 

77 

Number  infested  by 

(l)  Rate 

98 

42 

(2)  Mice 

- 

Sewerage  Systems  found 
to  be  infested 

St.  Teath 
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HOUSING 


Sub-Standard  Housinp; 

During  the  year,  four  houses  were  the  subject  of  formal 
action  by  the  Council  under  the  Housing  Acts  as  individual  properties, 
incapable  of  being  made  fit  at  reasonable  cost  and  were  closed. 

Individual  Dwellings  demolished 

1.  As  a result  of  informal  procedure  under  Section 

16  or  17  of  The  Housing  Act,  1957  •••  2 

2.  Purchased  by  local  authority  for  demolition I3 


Total 


15 


Improvement  Grants 


Applications  received 
Applications  approved 
Applications  refused 
Amoiint  for  Grants  Paid 
New  Dwellings  Completed 

(aj  Council 

(b)  :Ey  private  enteiprise  ... 


Standard  Grants  Discretionary  Grants 


20  Nil 

20  Nil 

Nil  Nil 

£3 1 0A2  £if00 

• ••  •••  if7 


. 22 
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INSPECTION  iiND  SUPERVISION  01'  POOD 


(1)  Milk 


There  are  eighteen  dealers  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(G-eneral)  Regulations,  1959 > for  the  distribution  of  milk.  The  result 
of  saniples  taken  in  the  district  during  the  yeariere  as  follov/s 

Number  of  samples  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Pasteurised  18  18 

Sterilised  10  10 

Untreated  7 5 2 

Brucella  Abortus 

By  an  arrangement  with  the  County  Medical  Officer,  samples  of 
raw  milk  from  producer-retailers  in  the  area  are  taken  by  tte  County 
Public  Health  Inspector,  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Tiruro,  for  examination.  Bulk  samples  are  first  subjected  to  the  Milk 
Ring  Test,  and,  if  positive,  sanples  from  the  individual  cows  in  the  herd 
are  submitted  for  culture  for  brucella  abortus. 

The  results  given  below  refer  only  to  individual  saii5)les 
submitted  for  culture,  on  which  action  was  subsequently  necessary. 

(1)  Number  of  saunples  of  raw  milk  examined 106 

(ii)  Number  of  positive  samples  found  20 

(iii)  Action  taken  in  respect  of  positive  samples 

These  sanples  came  from  the  herds  of  five  producer- 
retailers.  In  each  case,  a notice  under  Regulation  20  of  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  G-eneral)  Regulations,  1959*  was  served, 
prohibiting  the  sale  of  the  raw  milk.  Subsequently,  each  of 
the  producer-retailers  surrendered  or  cencelled  their  licences, 

(2)  Ice-cream 


There  are  forty-seven  premises  registered  for  the  storage  and 
sale  of  ice-cream. 

(3)  Pood  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I96O 

There  are,  in  the  district,  the  following  food  premises  ;t 


Licensed  premises,  hotels  and  guest  houses  ...  4O 
Cheese  Pactory  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  1 
Butcher*  s shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Pleiad  Pish  and  Chip  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
General  Provisions  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 
Greengiocer* s shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 
Sweet  confectioners  shops  ...  ...  ...  •••  8 
Chemists  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
Bgg  Packing  Stations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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(3)  Food  Hygiene  (G-eneral)  Regiilations,  19^0  (continued) 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a large  number  of  private  householders 
provide  Bed  and  Breakfast  holiday  accommodation.  Ihe  number  involved 
is  difficult  to  determine  without  some  form  of  registration,  particularly 
as  many  operate  for  only  a few  weeks  at  the  height  of  the  holiday  season 
and  remove  the  signs  if  the  accommodation  is  taken.  Other  householders 
act  as  overflows  for  advertised  holiday  accommodation  and  again  are  not 
easy  to  detect.  The  effective  results  of  this  situation  combined  with 
the  extremely  limited  staff  available  for  food  hygiene  inspection  work  is 
that  these  premises  are  not  systematically  inspected. 

It  is  not  possible,  therefore,  to  submit  reliable  figures  as  to 
the  number  complying  in  all  respects  with  the  Food  Hygiene  (G-eneral) 
Regulations,  i960. 

(4)  Voluntary  Surrender  of  Unsound  Food 

The  quantity  of  unsound  food  voluntarily  siorrendered  during 
1968  was  as  follows  : - 

12  lbs.  Ox  Tongue 

8 lbs.  Steak 

20  lbs . Fish 

SLAUGHTER  HO  USES  AND  KtUCKERS  YARDS 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughter  houses  in  the  district.  The 
operation  of  the  one  licensed  knackers  yard  did  not  give  rise  to  any 
complaint  during  the  year. 

CAEIAVAN  SITES  AND  COr^TROL  OF  DLVLLQBVIENT  ACT,  I960 

One  site  licence  was  issued  in  iTespect  of  a new  caravan 
site,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  fifteen  site  licences  conering 
a total  of  362  caravans  in  force. 

OFFICES,  stops  & RaILwaI  Fx-diMlShS  ACT.  1965 

This  Act,  which  came  into  force  in  I964,  brings  the  contix)l 
over  the  working  conditions  in  offices  and  shops  up  to  a much  more 
comprehensive  and  stringent  level  than  has  previously  existed. 


•*  lif  — 

Number  and  type  of  premises  registered  at  end  of  year 

Premises  Bnployees 


Offices 

19 

79 

Hetail  shops 

37 

107 

Wholesale  Shop ^/Warehouses 

5 

17 

Catering  Establishment 
Canteens 

4 

22 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 

1 

Total 

66 

226 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  I96I 

Classified  List  of  Registered  Factories  as 
at  31st  December,  I968, 


Nature  of  anplo.yment 


Power  Non-Power 


1.  Blacksmiths 

2.  Motor  Repairs,  G-arages  3 

3.  Carpentry,  Joinery  and  Saranills  3 

4*  Bakeries  1 

3.  Coach  Painters 

6.  Granite  Works  1 

7 . Iliitwear  1 

8.  Pottery  Manufacturing  2 

9.  Cheese  1 

10.  Processing  Slate  Granules  1 

11.  Engineering  2 

12.  Concrete  Products  3 

13*  Egg  Packing  and  Grading  2 

14*  Cabinet  Maker 

13 • Animal  Foodstuffs  1 

16.  Domestic  Electrical  Repairs  1 

17  • Building  Works  1 

18.  Jobbing  Engineering  1 


1 

2 

2 


3 


1 


26  9 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act, 
1961,  are  attached  as  an  appendix  to  this  report  in  accordance  with 
circular  I/^O  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
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NATIONAL  ASbISTMCE  ACTS,  19i4.8  and  1931 

Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  deals  with  the 
removal  to  suitable  pranises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

It  places  on  the  Council  the  duty  of  securing  the  necessary  care  and 
attention  for  persons  who  : 

(a)  ar’e  suffering  f rom  grave  chronic  disease  or,  being  aged, 
infim  or  physically  incapacitated,  are  living  in  insanitary 
conditions,  and 

(b)  are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  are  not  receiving 
from  other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention. 

The  action  is  taken  on  the  certificate  of  the  medical  officer  of 
health,  and  involves  the  making  of  an  order,  by  a court  of  summary 
jurisdiction,  for  the  removal  of  the  person  concemed  to  a suitable 
ho^ital  or  other  place.  The  order  is  effective  for  up  to  three  months  and 
is  renewable  by  the  court  for  similar  periods.  It  applies  mainly  to  aged 
persons  living  in  insanitary  surroundings  to  whcm  the  other  conditions  of 
the  S"?Gtion  apply,  and  is  taken,  as  a rule,  only  after  the  failure  of  all 
efforts  to  persuade  the  individual  to  enter  voluntarily  some  institution 
where  the  necessary  care  and  attention  are  amiable. 

The  National  Assistance  (Amendment j Act,  1951>  modified  the 
procedure  to  allow  of  the  removal  of  such  persons  in  conditions  of  urgency 
on  the  order  of  a single  magistrate  after  the  submission  of  cetftificates 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  one  other  medical  practitioner,  for  a 
maximum  period  of  three  weeks.  This  period  may  be  extended,  if  necessary, 
by  the  action  laid  down  by  Section  47  oT  the  main  Act. 

During  the  year,  it  vras  unnecessary  to  take  any  action  under 
these  Acts. 
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PiffiVALEINCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVlilR,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHiiiR  DISEASES. 

The  infectious  diseases  which  are  statutorily  notifiable  to  the 
Medioal  Officer  of  Health  are  the  following  Cholera,  plague, 
pelapsing  fever,  typhus,  smallpox,  acute  encephalitis,  acute  meningitis, 
acute  poliomyelitis,  anthrax,  amoebic  dysentery,  bacillary  dysentery, 
diphtheria,  infective  jaundice,  leprosy,  leptospirosis,  malaria,measles , 
ophthalmia  neonatorum,  para  typhoid  fever,  typhoid  fever,  scarlet  fever, 
tetsmus,  tuberculosis,  whooping  cough,  yellow  fever  and  food  poisoning. 

The  monthly  incidence  of  infectious  disease  is  shown  in  Table  II. 

The  Health  Services  and  Public  Health  Act,  1968  and  the  Public 
Health  (infectious  Diseases  ^Regulations,  1968,  both  of  yhich  came  into 
operation  on  1st  October,  1968,  made  certain  changes  in  the  list  of 
infectious  diseases  notifiable  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Sane 
diseases,  fomerly  subject  to  this  procedure,  were  omitted  i.e.  erysipelas, 
acute  primary  pneumonia,  acute  influenzal  pneumonia  and  puerperal  pyrexia. 
Membranous  croup,  which  is  a fom  of  diphtheria,  although  omitted  by  name, 
will  still  be  covered  by  the  general  tern  "diphtheria”.  "Meningococcal 
infection"  also  omitted  by  name,  is  covered  by  "acute  meningitis"  which  also 
includes  this  acute  infection  when  caused  by  other  organisms.  Leptospirosis 
(a  fom  of  jaundice  caused  by  a group  of  germs  transmitted  by  certain 
animals  e.g.  rats  and  dogs),  tenanus  (lockjaw),  and  yellow  fever  are 
introciiced  for  the  first  time.  Yellow  fever,  an  acute  and  serious  infectious 
disease  of  certain  areas  of  the  tropics,  transmitted  to  man  by  the  bite  of  a 
type  of  mosquito,  is  not  a disease  which  will  be  acquired  in  this  countiy, 
but  the  speed  of  air  travel  makes  it  possible  that  the  first  signs  of  the 
disease  may  appear  in  a traveller  from  an  infected  region  several  days  after 
arrival  in  this  country.  Dysentery  becomes  notifiable  in  its  two  distinct 
forms,  amoebic,  usually  found  in  tropical  and  sub- tropical  climates,  and 
bacillary,  the  common  variety  in  this  country. 

The  remainder  of  the  diseases  on  the  list  are  unchanged.  Food 
poisoning, which  was  notifiable  by  virtue  of  Section  26  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955>  remains  notifiable  by  the  provisions  of  Section  48  of  the  Health 
Services  and  Public  Health  Act,  I968,  which  repealed  the  relevant  section 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Smallpox.  No  case  was  notified  during  the  year,  in  the  course  of  which 
191  vaccinations  and  27  re- vaccinations  were  carried  out  in  the  whole  of 
the  County  Council's  Health  Area  No.  6.  It  is  not  now  possible  to  give 
these  figures  for  individual  county  districts,  owing  to  a new  method  of 
notifying  such  vaccinations.  This  applies  also  to  the  figaires  for 
vaccination  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus,  poliomyelitis 
and  measles,  given  below. 

Diphtheria  No  case  of  diphtheria  v/as  notified  during  the  year.  537  children 
in  the  Health  Area  received  a complete  course  of  immunisation  during  the 
year,  the  triple  antigen  against  diphtheria,  vdiooping  cough  and  tetanus 
being  used  in  all  cases.  55  children  received  reinforcing  injections,  the 
diphtheria-tetanus  vaccine  being  used  in  these  cases. 
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Measles  One  case  of  measles  -was  notified  in  December.  During  the  yeaj?, 
the  Ministry  of  Health  introduced  a scheme  of  vaccination  against  this 
disease,  in  order  to  attempt  to  forestall  the  bi-ennial  epidemic  expected. 
Vaccination  was  offered  in  the  first  instance  to  susceptible  children  betv^reen 
the  ages  of  4 an^i  7 years,  and  this  was  later  extended  to  include  such 
children  up  to  the  age  of  11  years.  The  total  number  vaccinated  in  the 
whole  of  the  Health  Area  during  the  year  was  371* 

Vaccination  against  measles  is  later  to  be  extended  to  include 
non- immune  children  in  the  age-groups  2-4  years  and  11  - 15  years,  and 
subsequently  vdJLl  be  offered  as  a routine  procedure  to  all  children  early  in 
their  second  year. 

Poliomyelitis . No  case  of  this  infection  was  notified  during  the  year,  in 
the  course  of  which  664  persons  in  the  Health  Area  received  a complete 
course  of  oral  vaccination,  and  a further  294  a reinforcing  dose. 


Pood  Poisoning.  No  cases  of 

food  poisoning  were 

notified  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis. 

Males 

Females 

Pul. 

Non-Pul , 

Pul. 

Non-Pul . 

Cases  on  Register 

31.12.67 

No.of  c ases  notified 

14 

6 

4 

3 

during  the  year 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Cases  Restored 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inward  Transfers 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cases  j-iemoved 

5 

1 

2 

•• 

Total  on  Register 

10 

5 

2 

4 

31.12.68 

No  action 

v/as 

found  to  be  necessary  under 

the  Public  Health 

^ VwXl  OXUIl  U1  XU.L/CX  CJU-LUo-LO  / J j-lx  w 

sufferiiig  from  pulmonary  Tuberculous  employed  in  the  milk  trade,  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  195^,  which  deals  with  the  compulsory 
removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


The  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  responsible  for  treatment  of 
tuberculosis  patients  and  the  County  Council  for  the  prevention  of  spread 
of  the  disease  and  a fter-care  of  the  patients. 


Out-patients  and  contacts  are  seen  by  the  Chest  Physicians  at 
the  Chest  Clinics  at  Launceston  Hospital,  and  East  Cornwall  Hospital,  Bodmin. 
The  County  Coimcil  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  attend  the  Clinics,  follow 
up  the  patients  in  their  homes,  trace  contacts  and  sources  of  infection  and 
thus  acting  as  most  valuable  and  essential  '^Liaison  Officers  between  the 
curative  and  preventive  services,  bridge  a most  alaiming  gap. 
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All  susceptible  contacts  in  the  District  are  offered  B.o.G* 
Vaccination,  and  most  avail  themselves  of  this  method  of  protection. 

The  scheme  for  B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  susceptible  school  children 
continued  during  the  year,  again  with  an  excellent  response. 

OOmR  DISEASES 

Cancer  of  the  Lung  The  deaths  of  three  males  and  three  females  frcm 
this  cause  were  recorded  during  the  year.  The  total  of  lung  cancer 
deaths  since  1949  is  now  41,  29  male  and  12  female.  During  the  same 
period,  thei^e  have  been  122  male  and  153  female  deaths  from  all  forms  of 
cancer. 

Cancer  of  the  Cervix  The  County  Council's  Cervical  Cytology  clinics  at 
Launceston  and  Camelford  continued  to  operate  during  the  year. 

Women  between  the  ages  of  30  and  35  years  are  accepted  for 
this  fom  of  examination.  The  clinic  at  Launceston  serves  the  vihole  of 
the  Health  Area,  and  beyond.  The  clinic  at  Camelford  caters  for  residents 
of  the  itoral  District,  although  a number  of  those  eligible  are  seen  at  the 
Launceston  clinic,  and  a few  at  vvadebridge.  No  cases  of  the  pre-cancerous 
stage  of  the  disease,  nor  of  established  cancer  of  the  cervix,  were  discovered, 
but  a number  of  minor  conditions  were  identified.  As  a copy  of  the  laboratory 
report  is  sent  to  the  patient's  general  practitioner, he  is  made  aware  of  these 
findings,  and  can  arrange  treatment,  if  required. 


V 
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TABLE;  I 
TUBLRGULQSIS 

Age  and  Sex  Distribution  of  Cases  and  Deaths  - 1968 


Age  Groups 

0 - 
1 - 
5 - 

15  - 
20  - 
25  - 
35  - 
45  - 
55  - 

65  aiid  over 
Age  unkno-wn 


New  Gases 
Pul,  Other 

M F M F 


Deaths 

Pul.  Other 
M F M F 


TABLE  II 


VITAL  statistics 


YEAR 

POPULATION 

BlilTHS 

DEATHS 

(Estimated) 

Number 

Cmde  Rate 

Under  1 year 

All 

figes 

Number 

Rate 

Number 

Rate 

1964 

^,960 

94 

13.505 

. 

89 

12.787 

1965 

6,920 

87 

12.57 

1 

16.76 

116 

16.76 

1966 

6,940 

100 

14.409 

- 

- 

95 

13.68 

1967 

6,950 

85 

12.2 

- 

- 

96 

13.80 

1968 

6,950 

91 

13.1 

2 

22 

119 

17.1 

TABLE  III 


Monthly  Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apl.  Mav  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct, Nov.  Dec.  Total 


1 1 


1 1 


Measles 
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APrENDLX 

FACTORIES  ACT,  I96I 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of 
the  factories  Act,  196l» 


Part  1 of  the  Act 

1 - INSPEC'HOWS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

v^ritten 

il'I'otices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  wliich 
Sections  1,2  ..3, 4 
and  5 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

9 

No  figures 
available 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section 

7 is  enfoix^ed  by 
the  Local 

Authority 

36 

do. 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii)Other  premises 

in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Author- 
ity (excluding 
out-workers ' 

Premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

33 

- 

Nil 

Nil 
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2 - Cases  in  which  ElEFiiiCTS  were  found 


Number  of  oases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Pound 

Remedied 

Ref€ 

To  E.li. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(Section  l) 

Overcrowding 
(Section  Z) 

Unreasonable  tenqper- 
ature  (Section  S) 

Inade^ate  Ventila- 
tion (^Section  4) 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (Section  6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(Section  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (Not  including 
Offences  relating  to 
outwork ) 

y 

y 

y 

y 

y 

y 

y 

y 

y 

y 

y 

y 

< 

✓ 

✓ 

’ 

y 

y 

y 

✓ 

y 

’ 

✓ 

y 

y 

y 

✓ 

✓ 

/ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

f 

Total 

23  - 

PART  VIII  of  the  Amt 


Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


Nature 

Section  133 

Section  134 

of 

work 

No.  of 
out -workers 
in  August 
list 

required  by 
Section  110 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  v/ork  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecution 

Wearing 

apparel 

Making, 

etc. 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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